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Welcome
St Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth is a specialised university focusing
on Theology and Philosophy at undergraduate, postgraduate and professional
programmes level. In addition to domestic students, each year, students from all over
the world come to study here. Some come from neighbouring EU countries such as
Germany, France and Poland, while others come from further afield including the
United States, Asia and Africa.
The quality of the teaching, the academic staff, and the facilities ensure an education
at the highest level, offering students every opportunity to thrive in their chosen
careers. Our Masters programmes provide options that allow students to prepare
for a wide range of careers such as in pastoral care, developmental work, education
or in academia. As a student of St Patrick’s Pontifical University, you will be joining
this international community of students and leading academics carrying forward
over 225 years of tradition in the highest-quality teaching and research.
Maynooth is renowned across the globe as a centre of expertise in Theology and
Philosophy. The town of Maynooth and our campus are extensions of one another
ensuring students have access to all required services and facilities within a short stroll.
There is much to discover in this prospectus about what makes us unique and special:
the faculty, our location, the education and research programmes we have to offer,
our small size and warmth within a larger academic environment, not to mention the
open and relaxed atmosphere.
I would like to welcome you to our student
community. This prospectus is a brief guide to
our study opportunities. If you’d like to know
more, visit us online at sppu.ie or contact our
Schools Liaison officer.
Rev Prof Michael Mullaney, President
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Why choose
St Patrick's
Pontifical
University
St Patrick's Pontifical University is guided
by core principles of sharing knowledge and
ethics and a consciousness of our place within
society and the positive role we as individuals
can play to help shape a better world.

The wisdom you acquire during your time
with us equips you to experience the true
fulfilment that serving others can bring
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The Russell Library contains approx. 34,000 printed works dating from the 16th to the mid-19th century.

Our campus provides
an inspirational
learning environment
that has a global reach,
yet a personal feel

Students at St Patrick’s Pontifical University will be
intellectually challenged while being well supported.
On graduation our students are admired for their confidence
and ability to think critically, to tease out important matters,
to reason and debate in a thoughtful, intelligent, and
authentic manner.
If you are seeking a third level education that places an
emphasis on this stimulating approach to broadening your
mind and self-development more so than cramming in facts,
then you should consider St Patrick’s Pontifical University.

An engaging learning environment
in a historic campus
St Patrick’s Pontifical University is a wonderful place to study
for so many reasons. Our campus is steeped in tradition but
with state-of-the-art facilities. We are located in the centre of
Maynooth, Ireland’s only university town. Because we share a
campus and facilities with Maynooth University, our students
are ‘dual citizens’ meaning you can enjoy the buzz of a large
campus while reaping the advantages of smaller class sizes.
Maynooth offers an alternative to the busyness of larger cities
but with excellent transport links by road, rail and bus, Dublin
is only 30 minutes away.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie

5

Small class sizes and
friendly lecturers giving
individual attention
Making the transition to third level can often be
daunting. Leaving behind structures and friendships
built up in school to start again in an unfamiliar
environment with new people.
At St Patrick’s Pontifical University, our class sizes
are small. Our students tell us this is a great benefit
as they quickly get to know their lecturers and
form new friendships with their new classmates.
Smaller class sizes also allow room for more
individual attention and deeper exploration of topics
in the class. Our lecturers are interested in your success and are truly engaged as
part of your overall learning experience. Consequently, our students become part of
a learning community and start on a journey leading to lifelong friendships.

You will graduate
as a well‑grounded,
confident individual
ready to tackle a
variety of careers
Studying at St Patrick’s Pontifical
University, you will be encouraged to
engage critically, so that you can form
your own ideas and conclusions. You
will become more skilled at expressing
yourself and gain the confidence to
communicate powerfully and eloquently.
You will graduate as a confident,
informed, and well-grounded person,
capable of making real change in your
own life and in wider society.

Our graduates have gone on to enjoy successful careers that
include teaching, marketing, communications, journalism, public
relations, finance, community development, social services,
chaplaincy and parish administration
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Campus facilities
While St Patrick’s Pontifical University is a small niche university, we share our
campus with Maynooth University. This gives our students the flexibility to enjoy
the quieter south campus where we are located or avail of all the facilities of the
larger north campus where Maynooth University is situated. St Patrick’s Pontifical
University students have access to all services and facilities across both campuses.

St Patrick’s students
have access to
the same services
and facilities as
MU students

International Recognition
An internationally recognised university. For more than 200 years, graduates of
St Patrick’s Pontifical University have made a difference throughout the world.
Currently, there are staff originating from as far afield as the United States
and South Africa. We are proud of our current diverse student body. Students
come from China, Africa, and America. We are active partners in the Erasmus+
programme with links across Europe.

Faculty
Programmes designed for you and grounded in research. St Patrick’s Pontifical
University is home to one of the largest Theological Faculties in Ireland and Britain.
This allows us provide students with internationally recognised expertise in all
areas of Theology. Our philosophy department is one of the very few in Ireland and
Britain that explicitly engages with the Catholic intellectual tradition. Here, theory
and practice, in Ireland and throughout the world, is put to the test.

Opportunities to Study Abroad
The World at your Feet. With exchange agreements with almost 30 recognised
universities across Europe, St Patrick’s Pontifical University is actively engaged in
the Erasmus+ programme. We also welcome international students directly, as well
as those who access our Theology courses via Maynooth University.
Some of our students choose to spend a year abroad and graduate with a BATh or
BTh International, enhancing both their CV and career prospects.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Why you
should
consider
Theology
Theology may not traditionally be at
the top of a lot of people’s lists when
considering what to study at university.
After all, not too many people grow up
thinking they want to be theologians!
But studying theology at St Patrick’s
Pontifical University just might be a
good choice for you.
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What kind of student enjoys theology? You do not have to consider yourself
religious, but you would need to be open to the bigger questions in life, to thinking
about God and meaning and good and evil. Someone who ends up choosing
theology will want to make a positive difference, to help others, and to make the
world a better and a kinder place. If you are interested in history, in people and
society, in what it means to be human, in literature, in culture, in the world as our
common home, then theology could be a good fit for you.

Someone who
ends up choosing
theology will want
to make a positive
difference, to help
others, and to make
the world a better
and a kinder place

The BATh is a joint Arts Degree with Maynooth University.
Students take theology alongside a range of arts subjects.
Most of our students are not setting out to become
professional theologians. They could be studying German,
Business, Sociology, Music, English, Anthropology, Law,
Criminology, Geography, or History alongside Theology.
Those combinations open up all kinds of possibilities
to grow as a person while being equipped to make
a positive difference in the lives of others through a
variety of career paths.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Why
Maynooth
Situated just 25km
west of Dublin, you are
right on the doorstep of
Ireland’s capital city

Belfast

Sligo

Maynooth

Galway

Dublin

Limerick

Waterford
Cork
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Maynooth is Ireland’s only university town. It is home to a vibrant community, rich
in heritage and modern conveniences, with excellent transport links across Ireland.
With its warm and friendly atmosphere and array of shops, businesses, restaurants
and bars, it has something to offer everyone, whether you are looking for culture,
nature, or adventure.

Images by William Murphy - flickr.com/infomatique / CC BY 2.0

The historic town has at either end of the main street, Maynooth Castle and Carton
House two former seats of the Dukes of Leinster. The University campus and town
complement each other to the point where one acts as an extension of the other.

Iarnród Éireann Irish Rail — Maynooth Service — 41 mins
Maynooth

Leixlip
Louisa Bridge

Leixlip
Confey

Clonsilla

Coolmine

Castleknock

Navan Road
Parkway

Ashtown

Broombridge Drumcondra

Dublin
Connolly

Iarnród Éireann Irish Rail — Sligo/Longford Service — 33mins
Maynooth

Drumcondra

Dublin
Connolly

Bus Éireann — Route 115 — 41 mins
University
Kilcock Road

Maynooth
67A Terminus

Lucan
Spa Hotel

Liffey Valley
Lucan Road

Dublin Heuston
Stop 2637

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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What our
students
think
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"When people ask me what it
is about Theology that I like
so much, I just end up smiling
and saying “everything”. In my
time spent in university, I have
learnt things I didn’t think possible, discovered
things about myself that I didn’t know existed
and most importantly, made friends who I
know will stay with me long after I leave. I walk
in to university every day smiling because I
know I’m going to attend a lecture where I am
acknowledged. The lecturers know you as a
person, not just a number.

"If I had to sum up my experience
at St Patrick’s Pontifical University
in one word, that word would be
amazing. I would highly recommend
doing Theology and Arts, as it is
very versatile and you have so much choice. Moral
Theology was my favourite, but I know quite a lot of
my friends prefer scripture.

Putting St Patrick’s
Pontifical University
on my CAO was probably
the best decision I have
ever made."

I have made life-long friends
here. I wouldn’t change my
mind if I had the chance to do it
again. It is challenging, but it is
most definitely worth it!"

Megan Byrne – Graduate, BATh

Mary Kate Thompson – Graduate, BATh

sppu.ie

Probably the best thing about St Patrick’s is the fact
that the Theology is such a small group, so when
you first come to university, the first friends you
make, and the ones you will be best friends with, are
doing Theology.

“My experience in St Patrick’s has been
amazing. Meeting new people was made
so easy, everyone was so friendly and
with the small lectures it was really easy
to talk to lecturers if you had questions.

‘’Studying at St Patrick’s is great as you get the
opportunity to study Theology and Arts, this meant
I was able to study Theology and History together
and these subjects really complimented each other.

Theology is very
intriguing, and
every day you learn
something new.“

The college
creates an
environment
which is very
family like.”

Shauna Murphy

Mark-Paul
Behan Clarke

“As a student in St Patrick's Pontifical
University over the last two years,
I have found that there is a support
system in place like no other, where
students are treated as people rather
than another number.
The small class sizes and available one
on one time with lecturers make it an
easier and less stressful experience.

If I were to go back
in time to making
my decision to study
theology,
I would not
change a
thing.”
Aoife Ward

‘’Why study Theology? This is a question that many
prospective students will ask themselves when they
consider studying at St Patrick’s Pontifical University.
A degree in theology will provide you with a range of
transferable skills that will greatly enhance your future
employability and career prospects. Theology students
garner advanced communication skills. They are adept at
critical analysis and problem solving, thus enabling them to
approach the future with an open and questioning mind.

The St Patrick’s graduate is
discerning and socially engaged.
Their knowledge and appropriation
of their theological
studies empowers
them to make a unique
and invaluable
contribution in their
future careers.’’
Colm McGoldrick

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie

13

Support
This is a new and exciting phase in students’
lives. For many it is their first time living
away from home and having to take control
of their own lives. As such we strive to put
in place a range of supports to help you on
your journey through university life.
Student Health Centre
The Student Health Centre is located in the Student Services Centre on the
North Campus. It is a confidential service available to all registered students.
For further information on service and opening hours please visit
maynoothuniversity.ie/studenthealthcentre

Sports and Recreation
The numerous sports clubs, together with easy access to excellent on-campus
facilities, provide quality opportunities for students to get involved in social,
cultural and sporting activities. Facilities include:
Indoor: Three sports halls, fitness centre, free weights room, physical therapy room,
racquet-ball court and snooker room. The sports halls provide a venue for most of
the indoor clubs practice and competitions, along with aerobics and fitness sessions.
Outdoor: There are five playing fields on the south campus. On the north
campus there are three high-quality sand-based turf playing fields, facilitating
inter-varsity home games in Gaelic football, Hurling, Soccer, Camogie, Ladies
Gaelic football and Rugby. To facilitate club training sessions and internal
competitions, there is a FIFA regulation size 3G floodlit synthetic pitch.
Sports Programs: There are over thirty sports clubs active on campus.
The clubs are mostly student-run, but several are assisted by professional
sports development officers. Facility management and fitness programs are
provided by the Sports Department.
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The University Library
The Library is a key resource for students. A team of dedicated staff provide all
students with a high quality service in a friendly and student-centred environment.
The library offers space for eight different learning styles, from the collaborative
to totally silent spaces. Staff are always on hand to deal with any queries students
may have. The eBook collection and almost 50,000 journals can be accessed by
registered students via the web from anywhere in the world. Kindle readers are
available to borrow and PCs and laptops are available throughout the library.
More information about the library can be found at maynoothuniversity.ie/library.

Student Accommodation
The Residence Office offers a comprehensive service to students of the
University. Accommodation is available in apartments, hostels, lodgings and
private rented houses. Preferential status will be given to Theology students
seeking campus accommodation.
To express your interest in campus accommodation please email
villageaccounts@spcm.ie. For more information, please go to
maynoothuniversity.ie/accommodation.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Erasmus+

international study
opportunities
With exchange agreements with almost 30 recognised universities
across Europe, St Patrick’s Pontifical University is actively engaged in
the Erasmus+ programme. You can spend a year in a university of your
choosing in Europe to gain valuable life-skills and international experience
to help you develop personally, professionally, and academically and
to succeed in today’s world. We also welcome international students
directly, as well as those who access our Theology courses via Maynooth
University. Students of St Patrick’s Pontifical University who choose to
spend a year abroad graduate with a BATh or BTh International, enhancing
both their CV and career prospects.

"Going to Salamanca for my Erasmus year
proved to be one of the best years of my life.
The experience will retain a special place in your
heart that will last a lifetime."
Yvonne Myles – University of Salamanca, Spain, Graduate BATh, International

"Coming from a small town in the Italian Alps,
I had been enchanted by the Neo-Gothic
architecture of the St Patrick’s campus. My final
year at St Patrick's Pontifical University was
certainly the most rewarding and memorable."
Stefano Zordan – Graduate, BATh
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Welcome to
your future
University is meant to train for life and
taking Theology alongside another Arts
subject will certainly do that. You will
develop skills such as critical thinking,
good communication and the ability
to explain and debate issues, clarity of
thought and working with complexity.
You will not only learn valuable
skills, but also explore what is
beautiful and what is good.
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The one common
thread that emerges
among our graduates
is their desire to
make a difference
to the world

St Patrick’s Pontifical University students become alert
to ethical issues and have a greater understanding of
the viewpoints of others. Our hope is that they become
committed to the common good and reflect on how they can
contribute to society wherever their future takes them.
A degree from St Patrick’s Pontifical University lays the
groundwork for a wide range of careers. Our graduates
become teachers, journalists, chaplains, pastoral workers,
academics, and entrepreneurs. They are engaged in
community development, administration, business, research,
postgraduate study, parish and youth work.
Regardless of what future career path you chose, there are a
number of transferable skills necessary to succeed in any role.
In addition to technical aptitude, those who flourish in their
careers exhibit creativity, critical thinking and problem
solving, the ability to negotiate and be flexible, as well as on
relationship skills and emotional intelligence.
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During your time with us, you will acquire transferable skills that will stand to you
regardless of your career choice, skills such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Confidence in written communication and verbal expression
Greater understanding of other viewpoints
Exploration of ethical questions from various perspectives
Awareness of how history has influenced today’s world
Critical thinking and philosophical inquiry
Understanding of how religious views have often shaped society
Engagement with the big questions of life

Our graduates pursue many subject choices and career paths. The one common
thread that emerges is their desire to make a difference to the world or the
common good. Their time spent studying at St Patrick’s Pontifical University helps
strengthen their belief in working for the good of others.

Future Careers that our graduates take up include:

Teaching

Business

Marketing

Communications

Publishing

Public Relations

Journalism

Social Services

Public/Private Sectors

Administration

Community Development

Finance

School Chaplaincy
The Civil Service

Religious Education

Research Administration
Healthcare Chaplaincy

Pastoral Work

Third Level Chaplaincy

Parish Administration

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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What our
alumni say
"I was very grateful to be on a small campus
with this huge sense of community. Because
we were in smaller classes we got to know
one another so well and you strike up great
friendships and then there’s also the great
interaction with your lecturers.
If somebody is wondering about theology and
there’s that constant niggling feeling about it, I
would say, ‘go for it,’ because it is a sign for me
of someone who wants to explore and is curious
and it would never be a waste. A
degree in theology can be a strong
basis for so many career paths
and your own personal life."
Jane Mellett (BATh & MTh)
Laudato Si Officer
at Trocaire

"Great memories, brilliant
craic... my time at St Patrick’s
laid such a strong foundation
for my future work."

20 sppu.ie

"I came out of St Patrick’s a happier, more
well-rounded, deep‑rooted individual. It’s
not so much academically what I learned
in St Patrick’s, but it was the community
that was here, the people I met,
the energy that is very
much alive in the place."
Ger Brennan
(BATh & MTh)
Head of Gaelic
Games at UCD &
former Dublin
footballer

"St Patrick’s is
an institution which
can provide an
environment where
people belong,
grow and develop."

"Working in RTÉ the national
broadcaster has been given me a
real sense and understanding of the
importance of heritage, of history
and of culture and tradition. It’s like
St Patrick’s has been a place for more
than 225 years that has fostered
learning, a place of faith formation and
I think Ireland is a richer place because
of it’s presence."
Sinéad Hussey
(H/DIP in Christian
Communications)
Media Broadcaster
for RTÉ

"The ethos of
St Patrick’s and its
way of teaching,
learning and fostering
new skills is the most
important thing I
could have learned."

"The education I got at St Patrick's formed me as a
confident, respectful person and certainly during
the Masters it gave me the skills to critique matters
fairly and properly. This perfectly set me up for
my work in future careers. I thoroughly remember
the encouragement from lecturers of being told to
think and to critique and to think differently. It gives
you a good grounding on who you are as a person,
both personally and academically. I remember the
lecturers always being very passionate about the
subjects they taught and their willingness to always
help you to challenge certain ideas.
No matter what you want your future topic to
become whether it is arts, science or business
you will always come back to some fundamental
questions in life. Studying theology allows you to
have the language and the confidence to debate
some of the deeper matters in life so do not be
hesitant about choosing a degree in Theology.
Every successful project I have done has been
about the people you meet and the relationships
you develop with them. Theology gives you an
ability to view values of today’s modern society and
in my case see the values of football managers,
famous boxers and soccer players and to
understand their values on the field."
Liam McGroarty (MTh)
Strategic Development
Manager at Union of
European Football
Associations (UEFA),
Switzerland

"Studying theology allows
you to have the language
and the confidence to
debate some of the deeper
matters in life."

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Bachelor’s in Theology
& Arts (BATh)
NFQ:

Level 8

Course code:

MU001

Award:

Honours Bachelor’s Degree

Awarding Body: Jointly awarded by St Patrick’s Pontifical University
& Maynooth University.

Three years of study, 180 credits, leading to a Double Major
(equal study of two subjects) award.
This programme is designed for those who wish to combine the
study of Theology with the study of Arts.
Students take Theology in the Faculty of Theology in St Patrick’s
Pontifical University and for the Arts component you follow the
regular BA courses of the Faculties at Maynooth University.
As with all the programmes, CAO entry points vary from year to year.
Applicants must be under 23 years of age with a minimum of 290
CAO points. The actual points in 2020 was 290 and 300 in 2019.

Course Aims
Theology This course aims to provide students with a solid
intellectual formation in Theology. The scope of the course is wide,
covering the range of the main theological subjects, so that students
are introduced both to the breadth of the Christian tradition and to the
variety of questions raised for Theology at the present time. Students
of the course should develop a well-informed understanding and a
deep personal appropriation of the Christian faith and other world
religions and beliefs.
Arts These subjects offer students the opportunity both to broaden
and deepen their knowledge of subjects they have already studied and
to embark on new subjects of study. The variety of disciplines available
is part of the richness of the Arts, but what all the subjects have in
common is that each, in its own way, requires students to consider and
reassess the values by which society operates in the modern world.
The Theology and Arts student therefore is someone with an enquiring
and broad-ranging mind who will be well equipped to take his or her
place in professional, social and community life.
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First-year students take THREE subjects (60 credits in total); Theology (30 credits)
plus two other Arts subjects (15 credits each) from the 5 groups below. No two
subjects can be taken from the same group.
Second and third year students take Theology (30 credits each year) and one Arts
subject (30 credits each year) from these 5 groups.

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Group 5

Geography, German (beginner or intermediate), Law, Mathematics (Pure), Philosophy
Business (International, Management or Marketing), Criminology, History, Music
English, International Development, Mathematical Studies
Anthropology, Economics, Finance, Music Technology, Nua Ghaeilge
Computer Science, Music, Sociology, Spanish (beginner or intermediate)
Further details on individual Arts subjects are available from the Admissions Office
at Maynooth University. A limit may be placed on the numbers taking a particular subject.

Theology topics
Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Systematic Theology

Systematic Theology

Systematic Theology

– Introduction to Christianity

– Foundations in Catholic
Theology II

– Christian Anthropology
and Spirituality

Moral Theology

Moral Theology

– Christian Discipleship

– No Escaping
Fundamental Questions

– Foundations in Catholic
Theology I
– Christianity &
World Religions

Moral Theology

Sacred Scripture

– Introduction to Christian
Ethics: Roots, Renewal and
Relevance for Today

– Prophetic Literature of the
Old Testament

Sacred Scripture

– Christian Faith and the
Dynamics of Culture in a
Secular Age

– Moses, Jesus and their
Companions: A Narrative
Introduction to the Bible
and its Worlds

Philosophy
– Philosophy of Religion and
Secular Thought

Faith and Culture

Students must choose one
module from each of the
following options

Option A
– The Celebrating Church
– To the Ends of the Earth

Option B
– History of
Early Christianity
– Faith & Practice
in Everyday living

– Contemporary Issues
in Bioethics

Sacred Scripture
– The Human God
– "Full of Your Creatures"
Ecology and the
Old Testament

Liturgy
– Christian Sacraments

And a choice of electives.
Students chose an
elective up to 5 Credits.
Further information
on choices available at
sppu.ie/courses/
baccalaureate-in-theologyand-arts-bath

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Bachelor’s in Theology (BTh)
NFQ:

Level 8

Course code:

MU002

Award:

Honours Bachelor’s Degree

Awarding Body: St Patrick’s Pontifical University
Designed for those who wish to broaden and deepen their
knowledge of the Christian faith by following a primary degree
programme devoted to theological study.
‘Theology’ covers a wide range of live issues from politics and
business ethics to communications to issues such as truth and justice
and unsurprisingly, some answers to the questions of who or what
God is. It attempts to express, in words, the elements of belief that
are contained in faith.
As with all programmes, CAO entry points vary from year to year.
The minimum requirements for this course are for applicants to be
under 23 years of age and attain 290 CAO points. The actual points
in 2020 was 440 and 308 in 2019.
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The BTh aims to provide students with a solid intellectual formation in Theology.
The course has a wide scope, covering the main theological subjects, so that
students are introduced both to the breadth of the Catholic tradition and the variety
of questions raised for Theology at the present time.
A small number of issues are treated more intensively. Students of the course will
develop a well-informed understanding and a deep personal appropriation of the
Christian faith.

Course structure
Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Introduction
to Theology

Systematic Theology

Systematic Theology

– Christology & Redemption

– The Christian God

– What is Theology?

– The Christian God

Systematic Theology

– Sacramental Theology:
An Introduction

– Revelation, Faith & Culture

– Theological Anthropology

– The Christian God
– Theological Anthropology

Moral Theology

– Christianity &
World Religions

– Contemporary Ethical
Issues in a Global Society

Moral Theology

– Ministerial and
Professional Ethics

– Introduction to Christian
Ethics: Roots, Renewal and
Relevance for Today

Sacred Scripture
– Moses, Jesus and their
Companions: A Narrative
Introduction to the Bible
and its Worlds

Ecclesiastical History
& Patrology
– History of the
Early Church

Sacred Scripture
– Servant of Christ & Steward
of Mysteries of God
– Wisdom Literature & Psalms

– Ministerial and
Professional Ethics

Sacred Scripture
– Servant of Christ & Steward
of Mysteries of God
– Wisdom Literature & Psalms

Ecclesiastical History
and Patrology
– A - History of the Church
in the Modern Age
– B - History of the Church
in the Modern Age

– A - History of the Church
in the Modern Age

Canon Law

– B - History of the Church
in the Modern Age

– Canon Law of Marriage

Canon Law

Liturgy
– Introduction to Liturgy
and the Sacraments of
Christian Initiation

Liturgy

– Canon Law of Marriage

Philosophy

– The Eucharist /
Liturgical Time

– Introduction to Philosophy

And a choice of electives

– The Philosophy
of Aquinas

– Contemporary Ethical
Issues in a Global Society

Ecclesiastical History
and Patrology

– Liturgy, Sacraments & Law

– Philosophy of Religion
and Secular Thought

Moral Theology

Choice of electives available
at sppu.ie/courses/
baccalaureate-intheology-bth

– Liturgy, Sacraments & Law

Faith & Culture
– Christian Faith and the
Dynamics of Culture in a
Secular Age

Liturgy
– Christian Sacraments

Pastoral Theology
– Faith & Practice in
Everyday living.

And a choice of electives

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Applying to us
Irish and EU applicants
Application is made through the Central Applications Office (CAO). Application
literature is available from second-level schools or from CAO, Tower House,
Eglinton Street, Galway. Applicants may also apply online at cao.ie
Contact: Use the Contact Us facility on the CAO website.
Tel. +353 (0)91 509 800
An application fee is applicable when applying through the CAO.
You can find our programmes under:
•
•

CAO code MU001 – Baccalaureate in Theology & Arts (BATh)
CAO code MU002 - Baccalaureate in Theology (BTh)

As with all programmes on CAO, points vary from year to year. The minimum
requirement for our programmes will not be below 290 points. In recent years the
points band has been:
•
•

BATh ranged from 290 to 335
BTh ranged from 290 to 440

Age Requirements
Students must normally have attained the age of seventeen years by 15th January
following entry to the University. Where a candidate below that age seeks to
enter the University, special application must be made to the University President,
St Patrick’s Pontifical University.

Admission Requirements
Applicants under 23 years of age on 1st January of the year of proposed entry must
meet matriculation requirements as follows:
•

Leaving Certificate or equivalent with a minimum of two recognised subjects
at Higher Level Grade H7 and four at Ordinary or Higher Level Grade 06.

•

Passes in Irish, English and another language are required.

•

The subject Mathematics (Leaving Certificate Foundation level) will be
accepted for matriculation purposes, but points will not be awarded for it.

•

25 bonus points will be added to the points score for Leaving Certificate
Higher Level Mathematics grade HD3 or higher. The bonus points are
included in the overall points calculation only when Mathematics is one of
the applicant’s best six subjects following the addition of the bonus. This was
implemented in 2012 for a four-year pilot period which will then be reviewed.

•

The subject Gaeilge – Bonnleibhéal (Irish – Foundation Level) will not be
accepted for matriculation or points purposes.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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LCVP
The following arrangements will apply to the Leaving Certificate Vocational
Programme (LCVP) Link Modules:
•

points will be awarded as follows: 66 points for a distinction, 46 points for a
merit, and 28 points for a pass.

•

applicants will have the opportunity to use their points allocation for the Link
Modules as one of their six subjects for the purposes of calculating points.

•

the Link Modules will not qualify as a subject for matriculation purposes.

Applicants who satisfy the above requirements are placed in order of merit on the
basis of the common points system and places are allocated according to the highest
preference, in their application through CAO, to which their points entitle them.

Mature Applicants
Candidates 23 years of age or over on 1st January in the year of proposed entry who
do not fulfil ordinary entry requirements may apply for matriculation on the basis of
mature years. Applications must be made through the CAO by 1st February (cao.ie).
Late applications will be considered up to the late CAO closing date of 1st May.
Please contact the Admissions Office before submitting a late application or before
entering our courses on your CAO application using the Change of Mind Facility.
An application fee is applicable when applying through the CAO.
All mature applicants will be interviewed.
Tel: +353 (0)1 708 4772

Email: admissions@spcm.ie

A Level Applicants
You must apply through the Central Applications Office (CAO) if you are presenting
A Levels. As well as achieving the required points, you must have passes in six
recognised subjects at GCSE (grade A, B or C) or AS Level (grades A-E) or A Level
(grades A-E), including grade C or better in two subjects at A Level (AE or BD is
seen as equivalent to Two grade Cs for this purpose).
In all cases, applicants require at least GCSE grade C in English. In addition, you
must have a pass in Irish and/or a third language at GCSE (minimum grade C), AS
Level (minimum grade E) or A Level (minimum grade E). Some applicants may claim
an exemption from Irish.
For details contact: The National University of Ireland, 49 Merrion Square, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 (0)1 439 2424 or visit nui.ie.
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Applicants from outside
the Republic of Ireland
In the case of candidates from outside the Republic of Ireland who have applied for
and been granted exemption in the subject Irish, Matriculation requirements may
be satisfied by matriculating in subjects accepted for Matriculation Registration
purposes, provided faculty requirements are otherwise satisfied. This provision
is relevant to students from Northern Ireland, and to other students from outside
Ireland who present Irish as a subject.
Points will be calculated on the basis of:
•
•
•

4 subjects at A Level, or
3 subjects at A Level, or
3 subjects at A Level plus a different fourth subject at AS Level.

All subjects carry equal points except for Mathematics*. Points for A Level subjects
must be obtained in one exam sitting. AS Level points must be for different subjects
to those taken at A Level and may be carried over from a previous sitting. Minimum
Entry Requirements and course requirements may be satisfied by an accumulation
of subjects over more than one year.
*An additional 25 points will be awarded for one Grade E or better in A2 Mathematics - this
will apply to one Mathematics subject only and only if the subject is used for scoring purposes.

FETAC
Holders of FETAC qualifications are welcome to apply to our programmes.
Application is made through CAO. Applicants must have obtained a MAJOR award.
Component Certificates will not suffice. A major award may be accumulated over
more than one academic year.
In such cases, it is the responsibility of the applicant to apply to FETAC for a
major award where courses are taken over more than one year. A minimum of five
distinctions are required for all courses. While a major award may be achieved
over a number of sittings, the results that a student achieves in a single sitting (i.e.
between 1st August - 31st July) are used for scoring purposes. The total maximum
score that can be achieved is 400 points.
The score is based on achievement of the major award, i.e. a total of 120 credits,
multiplied by the grade score of individual components. Grade scores for component
awards are as follows: 3.333 points for a distinction; 2.222 points for a merit; 1.111 point
for a pass. As the number of FETAC places available will be limited, those places will be
allocated on a competitive basis based on the student’s score. Where more than one
student has the same score, students will be ranked on a random basis by the CAO.
Entry to the first year of the BA in Theology & Arts programme, and the BA in
Theology programme, will be considered for holders of one of the awards listed on
our website sppu.ie and who have obtained at least 5 distinctions. 2 places will be
available in MU001 Theology & Arts. One place will be available in
MU002 Theology.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Occasional Applicants
Applications are welcomed from candidates who wish to study on an occasional
basis. Occasional students may choose modules from our undergraduate
degree programmes. The list of modules can be viewed in our Kalendarium
sppu.ie/occasional-studies and application forms can be downloaded from our
website or contact the Admissions Office.

International / Non-EU applicants
Applicants residing outside the EU must apply directly to the Admissions
Office by 1st July. Download an application form from our website
sppu.ie/international-students-eu or email admissions@spcm.ie.

Fees
MU001 & MU002 - These Programmes are covered under the free fees initiative.
Students will be required to pay the following amounts: SUSI (100%) Grant
holders pay €150 prior to registration. SUSI (50%) Grant holders pay €900
prior to registration and €750 in January. Non Grant holders pay €1650 prior to
registration and €1500 in January. For further queries please contact fees@spcm.ie
or visit sppu.ie/fees-and-funding.

Entrance Scholarship
The Entrance Scholarship is automatically awarded and is available for students
who have obtained the following in their Leaving Certificate (calculated from six
subjects in one sitting): 1. Students achieving 400 points, or more are awarded
€500, to be deposited on “MyCard” 2 Students achieving 550 points or more
are awarded €1,000. For students presenting GCE A Levels the awards are based
on achieving points from three/four subjects in GCE A levels. The award is for
one academic year following the student’s admission to the University, payable in
two instalments – one in November and one in February (subject to the student
remaining in good standing with the University). Campus accommodation is
not included. There is no need to apply for this scholarship – it is automatically
awarded to incoming first year students who meet the requirements.

O’Fiaich Scholarships for Northern Ireland Students
Five scholarships available for lay students from Northern Ireland taking the BATh in
Theology and Arts. The scholarships are valued at €1,500 and includes the offer of
campus accommodation. See website for application forms and closing dates.

Student Assistance Fund (SAF)
The Student Assistance/Access Fund is jointly sponsored by the European Social
Fund and the Irish Government. It is available for students who require additional
financial support to enable them to benefit fully from their third level studies.
Registered students do not necessarily need to be grant holders to apply for
funding. It simply offers a limited amount of financial support to students who
experience financial difficulties related to the costs of their studies. The funding is
available to all full-time registered students of St Patrick’s Pontifical University.

30 sppu.ie

DARE
Disability Access Route to Education
St Patrick’s Pontifical University has close links with Maynooth University (the
National University of Ireland, Maynooth). The two Universities share the same
campus and facilities. Maynooth University’s Access Office caters for students of
both Universities.
The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a third level alternative admissions
scheme for school-leavers whose disabilities have had a negative impact on their
second level education. Before submitting a DARE application, you should read the
DARE Application Guide & Workbook and discuss this with your parents, guardians
or guidance counsellor. There are other admissions routes for mature and FETAC
applicants: further information is available in this prospectus and on HEI websites.
Applicants applying for DARE must:
•

Be under the age of 23 as of 1st January.

•

Apply to CAO by the specified deadline in any given year. Check cao.ie for
deadlines and further information.

•

Disclose your disability and/or specific learning difficulty in your CAO
application and fully and correctly complete Section A of the Supplementary
Information Form (SIF) before the deadline specified on the CAO website.

If you wish to be considered for the DARE scheme you must answer yes to question 1
on Section A of the fully completed SIF by the deadline specified on the CAO website.
•

Download Section B of the SIF (Educational Impact Statement), have it
completed by your school and returned to CAO to arrive before the deadline
specified on the CAO website.

•

Download Section C of the SIF (Evidence of Disability), have it completed by
the appropriate medical professional (only if you do not already have a report
verifying your disability) and returned to CAO to arrive before the deadline
specified on the CAO website.

In place of Section C, applicants with a specific learning difficulty or dyspraxia are
asked to provide a full psycho-educational assessment completed by an appropriately
qualified psychologist. In addition, applicants with dyspraxia must provide
documentation from an occupational therapist, neurologist, or physiotherapist.
NOTES: DARE has specific requirements for Section C (Evidence of Disability) in
relation to the Medical Consultant/ Specialist who must verify your disability, the
age limit on reports and the documentation required. For further information on
DARE see accesscollege.ie.

Condition of a dare offer
Applicants who receive a DARE offer must register with the Disability Office
and agree on a schedule of meetings with the service. Details of post admission
supports for DARE entrants can be found on maynoothuniversity.ie/access-office.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Further Information
More information on DARE is available from your School Guidance Counsellor or from
the Maynooth University Access/ Disability Office. Information can also be found on
accesscollege.ie, cao.ie, maynoothuniversity.ie/access-office and sppu.ie.

HEAR
Higher Education Access Route
The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) is a college and university scheme
which offers places on reduced points and extra college support to school leavers
from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds who are resident in the
Republic of Ireland. HEAR has been established by a number of Higher Education
Institutions based on clear evidence that socio-economic disadvantage has a
negative impact on educational achievement at school and progression to higher
education. School leavers who provide satisfactory evidence relating to their socioeconomic circumstances may compete for a quota of places allocated to applicants
on a reduced points basis. As the minimum entry and subject requirements may
differ between colleges and courses, applicants should check the requirements of
each preference listed on your CAO form.

Who should apply to HEAR?
School leavers from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds who are under
the age of 23 as of 1st January and who are resident in the Republic of Ireland may
apply to HEAR. Mature and FETAC applicants have different admission routes and you
can get further information on these routes from our website sppu.ie.

How to apply to HEAR
•

Apply online to CAO by the published deadline.

•

You must indicate in your CAO application that you wish to apply for the
HEAR scheme and you must fully and correctly complete all elements of the
HEAR form (the HEAR form is a part of your CAO application) before the
closing date specified on the CAO website.

•

Submit evidence in support of your application to arrive at CAO no later than
the closing date specified on the CAO website. HEAR applications can only be
made online at www.cao.ie. More information on HEAR is available from your
school Guidance Counsellor and at accesscollege.ie.

Condition of a HEAR offer
Applicants who receive a HEAR offer must attend an orientation programme before
the first semester. Applicants who accept places in St Patrick’s Pontifical University
through HEAR are offered a variety of academic, personal and social supports while
studying at third level. Details of post-admission supports for HEAR entrants can
also be found on accesscollege.ie and maynoothuniversity.ie/access-office.
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Further Information
More information on HEAR and DARE is available from your School Guidance
Counsellor or from the Maynooth University Access/ Disability Office. Information
can also be found on accesscollege.ie, cao.ie, maynoothuniversity.ie/access-office
and sppu.ie

Additional Services
Academic Advisory Office
The Academic Advisory Office functions as a convenient first point of contact for
students who wish to seek advice or assistance with their general experience of
university life. The office provides an ombudsman-like role for students who may be
encountering difficulties in their programme of study.
The mission of the Academic Advisory Office is to provide high quality
academic advice and guidance to enable all students to reach their full
academic potential. Academic Advisors are here to help you to explore, identify
and achieve your academic goals and to become an independent, self-directed
learner and decision maker.
The office is an open, welcoming and inclusive environment that nurtures and
empowers all students through its programmes, services and initiatives.

Career Development Centre
The Career Development Centre provides a service that is student focused,
professional and informative offering information, advice and guidance on areas
such as career options, further study and employment opportunities. We encourage
you to make use of our resources throughout your time at university, and to begin
working on your career plans early on.
We offer:
•

Career presentations

•

Drop-in Helpdesk daily

•

One-to-one guidance meetings with a careers adviser

•

Career Development Centre Website (www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers) useful resources including information on generating career options, getting
into your chosen career, tips on job-search and interview techniques, job
listings, sample CVs and online Careers Interest Tests.

•

Careers Information Room with free takeaway material.

•

Graduate recruitment/employer activities, including on-campus presentations
and information stands.

For further information on the Career Development Centre, visit
maynoothuniversity.ie/careers.

For more information contact our admissions team on +353 (0)1 708 4772 or by email at admissions@spcm.ie
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Counselling Service
The Student Counselling Service is a professional counselling service provided
on campus to all registered students of the University. The Service is strictly
confidential and is free of charge.
Counselling offers a confidential space to discuss in private any concerns that may
be impacting on your academic performance or personal health and well-being.
All contact with the Service is by appointment only. If you would like to speak with
a counsellor please contact us by telephone on +353 (0)1 708 3554 or use the
weblink Request a Call-back at maynoothuniversity.ie/node/394198/
We are located on the Top Floor of the Student Services Centre and can
offer a face-to-face appointment or a phone consultation depending on your
circumstances. Self-referral is welcomed and encouraged.

Mentoring Service
A voluntary mentoring service exists for first year students. It is a resource that
is intended to facilitate the student’s transition from second level to third level
education. The mentor will provide advice and encouragement on one’s overall
approach to and organisation of one’s first year studies.

Crèche
Maynooth University Crèche is a modern, purpose-built crèche in the heart of the
north campus, located next to Rye Hall. We care for children aged 1 year to school
going age. We are Tusla registered with qualified staff. ECCE and NCS schemes
available for qualifying parents. Tel: +353 (0)1 708 3319.

Parking Permits
Designated permit parking is now compulsory in the University. Permits may be
purchased online. For more information consult our website sppu.ie.

Chaplaincy
The Chaplain, Ciarán Coughlan, is available in the Arts Block in the North
Campus and offers appointments and drop-in facilities. Chaplaincy is here to
support you, offering a friendly non-judgemental ear whenever needed and is
here for those of all faiths and none. Chaplaincy organises weekly & monthly
events to facilitate student engagement & build community. If you’re interested
in getting involved, please email chaplaincy@mu.ie or call +353 (0)1 708 3469
or +353 (0)87 148 2196 for more information.
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Feel free
to talk to us
If you think St Patrick's Pontifical University could be the
place for you but you are not sure just yet, our School
Liaison Officer Ruth Daly is available for a one‑to‑one
call‑back to discuss any questions you might have about
studying with us next year. Perhaps your parents may have
some questions that can be discussed too.
Feel free to contact Ruth suggesting times and days that might suit you
and/or your parents best for a call-back along with a contact phone number.
Or if you would prefer a Zoom or Teams meeting, that can also be arranged.
+353 (0)87 162 3379
E ruth.daly@spcm.ie
T

School Liaison visits
Are you a School Guidance Counsellor? Would you like to have our School
Liaison Officer speak to your students? We are now taking bookings for
In‑Person and Virtual School Presentations.
For further information and to arrange a presentation, please contact our School
Liaison Officer, Ruth Daly at ruth.daly@spcm.ie or +353 (0)87 162 3379.

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is intended as a guide for those seeking admission to St Patrick's Pontifical
University and does not constitute a contract or any terms thereof between the University and any intending applicant
or any third party. Neither is it intended to give rise to legal obligations of any kind on the part of the University or its employees.
The University reserves the right at any time, or from time to time, to cancel, revise, amend, or alter programmes of study and
academic regulations. The University is not responsible for and shall not be bound by any errors in, or omissions from this publication.
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Admissions Office
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