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Formation for tomorrow

emester One comes to a close as we approach Christmas.
It has been a semester marked by much hard work, but also by
new beginnings.

Canaigi ceol, a chéracha, don Té dar
dual bhur gciosagdn; Td ina chathaoir
thuasagdn, ach fés | m’ucht — losagdn.
Sioth Athar an didh, sioth Chriost ina
bhreith, sioth Spioraid na nGrds, ddinn

féin is don dl atd 6g trdth seo na Nollag.

Upcoming
events

Carol Service
15-17 December

Being before God by
Joshua Furnal, launch
22 April

Choral Concert

26 April

Faculty have taken on new responsibilities, students have begun new
pathways, and the College itself has leaned into the work of renewal.

| am deeply grateful for the generosity and goodwill shown by so
many across our community. In particular, staff have continued to
carry their duties with quiet dedication. Students have brought
curiosity and seriousness to their study of theology and philosophy.
Our mission continues.

Christmas lifts our eyes. God comes to us weak and small.
In the Christ Child we see the pattern for renewal: not
noise, but the steady labour of love. In many ways, we
are being led to recognise that what we are doing here

is not just maintenance. It is formation for tomorrow.

May the peace of the Christ Child rest on our
College community, friends and benefactors.
Nollaig shona daoibh.

Rev Dr Michael Shortall President




Graduations
& Student
Awards

Iways the highlight of our academic year, we
A were delighted to join graduates, family and

friends on campus on November 7t for our
annual student prizegiving ceremony and the following

day for the annual graduations. This time of year allows
time for reflection and appreciation for all the years of

hard work before students embark on their next life

phase. The guest speaker at the prizegiving evening was

Mary Hanafin, alumna and former Minister for Education.

Ms Mary Hanafin delivering the keynote address at the annual student awards evening.

Warm Welcome

warm welcome was extended to all new students
both undergraduate and postgraduate in September
at dedicated orientation events on campus.

New students got to meet staff and some existing students,
make new friends and sample what SPPU has to offer over

their time ahead with us.
Prof Tobias Winright

Meet our Ambassadors s -

Our 2025/26 student ambassador team was announced at the start of the term. Our
ambassadors play a vital part in college life for fellow students by being a visible presence
on campus to assist incoming students with practical needs as well as stewarding and

other duties at college-wide events. Our ambassadors also visit open days and student
recruitment fairs to give prospective students an insight into life at SPPU. Ready and waiting
to put their best foot forward this year are, from left to right: Rowan Egan, Oisin Raymond,
Brandon Lowe, Collette Sherlock, Louise Molloy, Céra Somers, Rachel Harries, Christopher
Lynn with Caroline Tennyson, Office of the President and Paul Hurley, Director of Marketing.
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Higher
Options

Ireland’s largest Student Recruitment
Fair takes place in the RDS Arena over
three days in September. Our student
recruitment team of Ruth Daly and
Rachel McHugh manage this event
assisted by our student ambassador
team. Higher Options signals the start
of the new student
recruitment season
in SPPU with Ruth
and Rachel following
up with nationwide
school visits and
recruitment fairs. i
I

THE IRISH TIMES

Higher Options
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Update from
the Dean of
Theology

A Laboratory for Synodality

s the swallows depart and nature appears to
A shut down, our corridors spring to life with
a good intake of students, particularly in
the BATh, and also higher numbers continuing their
theological studies, now that the many effects of the
pandemic are finally receding. Many thanks are due
to our school liaison officer Ruth Daly, Recruitment
& Admissions Officer Rachel McHugh and our
marketing team for the continued good recruitment.

The student body, both undergraduate and
postgraduate, is very diverse, coming from all five
continents, and spanning all age groups. This allows
for broad theological reflection and debate where
many different perspectives question and challenge
one another, in the common search for truth. The
university is in effect a laboratory for synodality,
where prayer, listening, and consultation punctuate
each day. This forms graduates to become more
resilient and agile in the ever-changing landscape
for diverse ministries in Ireland and overseas.

Even if nature in this season is at its most barren,
and at times our world appears increasingly bleak,
we look forward to Advent, the season of hope.
We wait for the Lord who is yet to come, and in
that waiting learn to welcome the One who makes
sense of our lives:

“in the winters of your prayer, when there seems to
be nothing but darkness and a
situation of frozenness, hold on,
wait for God. God will come.”
(Maria Boulding OSB)

Luke Macnamara OSB
Dean of Theology

Sarah Fagan Farewell ¢ y

Rev Dr Michael Shortall, President and Fidelma Madden,
Bursar, St Patrick’s College pictured with Sarah Fagan
from Adare Human Resources as they said goodbye to
Sarah and thanked her for her work on behalf of SPPU.
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Archbishop Eamon Martin, Chancellor of St Patrick’s
College, pictured with Paul Hurley, Director of
Marketing, Communications & Development and
Rev Dr Michael Shortall, President.

Albert Gubay
Foundation Grant

hancellor of St Patrick’s College, Maynooth, Archbishop

Eamon Martin pictured signing an agreement with

The Albert Gubay Charitable Foundation which sees
the college receive a grant from the foundation allowing us
to commence the regeneration of the old Lay Professors
Refectory to St Brigid’s House. St Brigid’s will be home to
the Centre for Mission & Ministries at the college as well as
providing flexible work and meeting space for other functions
to ensure we deliver our mission and outreach.

The Albert Gubay Charitable Foundation is a grant-making
charity set up by the late Albert Gubay, Knight Commander
of the Order of St Gregory (1928 — 2016).

The College gratefully acknowledges the support of The Albert
Gubay Foundation.

Prof Tobias Winright, Prof Stephen Pope, Dr Aoife McGrath, and Dr Kevin Hargaden

Visiting Lectures

mong the busy schedule of public lectures this
A semester was the Irish Theological Quarterly

October Lecture with Prof Stephen J Pope, Boston
College, entitled ‘Can Forgiving Ever Be A Moral Mistake?
Considerations from Christian Ethics’. The November ITQ
Lecture was with Prof Alana Harris, King’s College London,
entitled ‘Brixton and Belfast: Young Christian Students and
Grassroots Liberation Theology in post-1968 Britain’.

Prof David I. Kertzer, Brown University, delivered the annual
Patrick J Corish lecture: ‘Eugenio Pacelli and the Vatican’s Irish
Plan to Save Baptized Jews (1938-1939)".
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The Seminary Community with Bishop John Fleming at the Opening Retreat September 2025 - —

15 Seminarians
Join the Community

The Seminary Community has received
a welcome and encouraging boost to
the number of resident seminarians in
formation for Irish Dioceses this year. 12
men entered the First Year of the Stage
of Discipleship (Philosophical Studies);
one entered Second Discipleship, and
one entered the First Year of the Stage
of Configuration (Theological Studies).

We also welcomed one Seminarian from
Slovakia for an Erasmus+ experience.
This brings the total number of resident
seminarians to 35 and reflects a trend
of an increasing number of Irish men
who are discerning a vocation to the
Diocesan Priesthood.

Ministry of Acolyte
Five of our seminarians were
conferred with the Ministry of Acolyte
in St Mary’s Oratory on Thursday
23rd October by Bishop Denis Nulty
of Kildare and Leighlin. Three of these
are in formation for Irish Dioceses:
Ciaran Carragher (Armagh), Damien
Kirkpatrick (Down and Connor) and
William O’Shea (Cloyne) and two
Patrick Ibu Oshie and Israel Etebe
Osikang, who hail from the Diocese of
Ogoja, Nigeria are being sponsored
by the Diocese of Achonry, where
they will minister as priests for a
number of years before returning
home. The new acolytes will assist

at the altar during Mass, will bring
Holy Communion to the Sick and

Members of the Seminary Community with Prof. Patricia Casey after the Opening
Human Formation Workshop on the theme of Ministry and Good Mental Health.

will assist the people at Exposition

of the Blessed Sacrament. This is an
important milestone on the journey
towards ordination to the Priesthood
and we wish our new acolytes every
blessing in their new ministry.

US Visitors

Ms Terri Walsh and her son Matt
together with Eddie Dowling and
family, paid us a visit on campus in
October. St Patrick’s is grateful for their
continued support of the college and
advocating on our behalf in the US.

Ms Terri Walsh and Mr Eddie Dowling
with family members pictured with
Paul Hurley, Director of Marketing,
Communications & Development,
Rev Dr Michael Shortall, President
and Rev Dr Tomas Surlis, Rector,

St Patrick’s National Seminary.
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Bernadette Casey Smith received recognition on
this visit from Fr Michael and Fr Tom for her lifelong
support for St Patrick’s. We thank Bernadette for
her support and send her our best wishes.

Rick & Diane Welsh, IEDF, who were acknowledged
J| for all their support in organising this visit, pictured
| with Fr Michael Shortall and Fr Tom Surlis.

Rev Stephen Sherry with his family following his
ordination to the Diaconate in Monaghan, 29th June 2025

Come & See Weekend
22-23 November

The Seminary was delighted to once
again host a Come and See weekend
which was organised by the National
Vocations Office. Twenty three men
from all over the country joined us in
prayer, conversation, table fellowship
and recreation to learn a little

more about initial formation for the
Diocesan Priesthood at the National
Seminary. Diocesan Vocations
Directors have spoken about a
noticeable increase in the number

of men who are exploring a possible
vocation and the largest intake this
September into the National Seminary
in recent years bears this out.

e
Justice Daniel McCaffery, Pennsylvania

Supreme Court, who gave an insightful
keynote speech at our Philadelphia gathering.

Nevins and April McCann with Fr Tom and Fr Michael
and Rick Welsh at the reception they hosted in Jersey.

i

Mr Jack Elliott, IEDF board member who was
instrumental in organising this trip, pictured
with Fr Tom Surlis and Fr Michael Shortall.

AOH with Fr Michael and Fr Tom.

US Autumn Visit ©®

Rev Dr Michael Shortall, President, Rev Dr Tomas Surlis, Rector of St Patrick’s
National Seminary and Paul Hurley, Director of Marketing, Communications and
Development travelled to the US in October to meet with friends and supporters
of the college. They met with longtime donors and supporters in Long Island, New
York and Philadelphia as well as opening new doors in Jersey.

Ordinations to the
Diaconate for the
Dioceses of Clogher
and Cloyne

Two recent alumni of the National
Seminary were ordained to the
Diaconate in their home Dioceses
over the Summer. Rev Stephen Sherry
(Clogher) was ordained Deacon on

Sunday 29th June in St Macartan’s
Cathedral, Monaghan by Bishop Larry
Duffy. Rev Tiernan Burke (Cloyne)
was ordained in his home parish of
Whitechurch, Co Cork on Saturday
30th August by Bishop William Crean.

God willing, both men will be
ordained to the Priesthood in the
coming months, and we wish them
every blessing and happiness in their
ministry of word and sacrament.

Our continued gratitude to Rick and
Diane Welsh, Jack Elliott and Nevins
McCann for arranging the larger
events on the trip and making new
introductions on our behalf. We
were also delighted to meet with
Mr Sean Pender, National President

of the Ancient Order of Hibernians
who continue to provide significant
support to the National Seminary.

We are very optimistic following this
trip and the interest received from
new and existing friends.
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Rev Tiernan Burke receiving Diaconal Ordination at the
hands of Bishop William Crean on 30th August 2025.
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Sending best wishes to Billy Glynn £ i |

Mr. Billy Glynn started as a member of the Finance Council in 2010 and became the
Honorary Treasurer in 2013. Billy was Chief Executive of Ulster Bank Commercial
Services up to his retirement in 1999. St Patrick’s College has gained immeasurably
from the extraordinary banking experience and financial acumen that Billy has
provided throughout the past 15 years. His stewardship of the College resources has
been second to none. We wish Billy well as he retires from the Finance Council.

sppu.ie
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New Staft

Dr Robert McNamara

Robert joins us as
Head of Philosophy
Department
and Lecturer in
Philosophy. He
is also adjunct

"8 professor of
philosophy at Franciscan University
of Steubenville, USA, while also
tutoring periodically at the ITI Catholic
University, Austria, and the Maryvale
Institute, England. Robert is an
associate series editor of Edith Stein
Studies, an associate scholar of the
Hildebrand Project, a research fellow
at the Institute for the Study of Man
and Woman, and a founding member
of the Aquinas Institute of Ireland.
Having studied physics, computing,
philosophy, and theology, Robert
brings a multidisciplinary perspective
to his work while exploring
anthropological and metaphysical
themes in ancient, medieval, and
phenomenological thinkers, with
a defined focus on philosophical
personalism in the Christian tradition.

Dr Tom McLean

Tom joins as
Lecturer in
Systematic
Theology. Prior to
SPPU, Tom wrote his
PhD at KU Leuven
on the sacramental
theology of Edward Schillebeeckx,
and recently edited The Worshipping
Body: Chenu, Liturgy and Sacraments
(Liturgical Press, 2025). His research
interests include the work of Edward
Schillebeeckx and Marie-Dominique
Chenu and critical and decolonial
approaches to sacramental and
liturgical theology. His initial studies
in theology were at the Universities

of Leeds and Sheffield, and at Sarum
College, and the College of the
Resurrection, Mirfield (UK). Previously
he had studied Mathematics at the
University of Bath, worked as a
production manager in the corporate
events industry and in theatre, and
was formerly an Anglican priest.

Maynooth College, Co Kildare, W23 TW77, Ireland
+353 (0)1 708 3958 alumni@spcm.ie
maynoothcollege.ie
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Dr Philomena Cullen

Trained in theology,
philosophy

and the social
sciences at Oxford
and Durham
Universities,
Philomena is a
practical theologian with a passion

to dialogically share the riches of the
Christian tradition to create positive
change in Church and society. Her
research interests span Catholic
social teaching and thought, feminist
theology and contemporary domestic
poverty, inequality and social justice
issues. Her career has included both
academic posts at Margaret Beaufort
Institute of Theology in Cambridge
and St Mary’s University, London and
practice roles in settings as diverse as
INGOs, faith-based charities and the
UK Parliament. She lives in Co Kerry
and is a mother, wife and small holder.

Fr Peter O’Kane

Fr Peter O'Kane is a
priest of the Diocese
of Derry and hails
from Strabane, Co
Tyrone. An alumnus
of St Patrick’s College
Maynooth, he was
ordained priest in 2005 and over the
past twenty years has ministered in a
variety of contexts, including parish,
hospital and educational settings. As
well as his work here in the university
with the Higher Diploma, Liturgy

and Pastoral programmes, he is also
involved in the world of canon law and
liturgy. Outside of work, he enjoys
composing music, playing the piano and
going for hikes.

Honorary Conferring

On Saturday 27 September, Archbishop
Eamon Martin, Chancellor of St Patrick’s
Pontifical University, Maynooth,
conferred an honorary Doctorate in
Theology on Sister Orla Treacy IBVM in
recognition of her significant contribution
to education, social justice and women's
rights across the world.

Archbishop Martin commented: ‘Sister
Orla, you carry the light and compassion of
Christ to the peripheries. Thank you for all
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St Patrick’s

Pontifical University

Pictured is Stephen Seaman and Rev Dr Shortall,
President SPPU with the award together with
Mike O'Malley and Michael Rafter of MU.

Maynooth Gold
at Entente Florale

Rev Michael Shortall, President St Patrick’s
College, acknowledged the huge
achievement of Maynooth in achieving
Gold at the Entente Florale Europe event in
Slovenia in October.

‘This success reflects vision, dedication, and
a remarkable spirit of cooperation between
Maynooth Tidy Towns, Kildare County
Council, St Patrick’s College, Maynooth
University, local businesses, and the wider
community. It's a genuine team effort—and
that team has brought home gold.’

Mr Stephen Seaman and his Campus
Grounds team also received the Special
Characteristic Prize ‘for the excellent
management of the Green Environment
of the shared campus.’

An appreciation

He was a man of exemplary civic

and charitable commitment. As a
friend and benefactor, his generosity
enabled scholarship and institutional
support at a critical time in our history.
We are profoundly grateful. Rest in
peace, Lord Woods.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

that you are - and all =
that you do - by the :
grace of God. You're
an inspiration!”

Rev Dr Michael
Shortall, SPPU
President remarked:
‘This honorary
doctorate recognises Sister Orla’s life-long
service and ministry, and indeed the work
of so many religious sisters operating in
contexts of violence, often unnoticed.’

For full story, visit: sppu.ie/news

St Patrick's
National
Seminary

Maynooth
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