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Preparing a place

ver recent years, much of the work of
St Patrick’s College has been shaped by a
simple but demanding task: preparing a place.
In the Gospel of John, Christ says, “l go to prepare
a place for you.” Those words speak of hospitality
and hope. But in many ways, they capture something
of where we now find ourselves in this moment.

The past year has marked an important stage in the life
of the College. Work undertaken over several years in
governance, quality assurance, partnerships, property
development, and student life is now beginning to
converge towards a series of significant decisions and
developments. There is a growing sense that foundations
laid patiently over time are beginning to bear fruit.

None of this happens in isolation. The life of the College
continues because of the generosity, goodwill, and
support of many people who believe in its mission. To all
our benefactors, alumni, colleagues and friends, | wish
to express my sincere gratitude. Your encouragement
and support make possible the work of formation,
scholarship, and service that remains at the heart of

St Patrick’s. At a defining moment in the history of

the institution, your friendship is deeply valued.

We look to the future with realism about the
challenges ahead, but also with confidence
in what can still be built together.

e cupla bliain anuas, ta cuid mhér d'obair Cholaiste Phadraig

dirithe ar it nua a ullmhd. D3 réir Soiscéal Eoin, deir osa

“Imimsa chun ait a ullmhu daoibh (Eoin 14:2) .” Labhraionn
na focail sin faoi fhailteachas agus déchas. Léirionn na focail sin
freisin an ait ina bhfuilimid anois.

Ba chéim thabhachtach i saol an Choléiste i an bhliain seo caite.

Ta obair déanta thar roinnt blianta anuas ag teacht le Chéile; mar
shampla | rialachas, deimhnit chaighdedin, pairtiochti, forbairt
réadmhaoine, agus saol na mac léinn. Ta sé ag éiri soiléir go bhfuil na
bunclocha atd leagtha go foighneach le linn ama ag borradh de réir

a chéile.

Ni tharlaionn aon chuid de seo ina aonar. Leanann saol an Cholaiste
ar aghaidh de bharr na tacaiochta 6 dhaoine a chreideann i misean
an Cholaiste. Dar ndeontdiri, iar-mhic léinn, comhleacai agus cairde
uile, ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas 6 chroi a chur in ial daoibh.
Tugann bhur misneach agus bhur dtacaiocht an cumas dudinn obair
mhunlaitheach na Cliarscoile, scoldireacht agus seirbhis
a coimead i lar chrdéi Choldiste Phadraig. Ag an am
tdbhachtach seo i stair na hinstititide, td bhur
gcairdeas an-luachmhar ddinn. Féachaimid chun

cinn le réalachas faoi na dushlain atad romhainn,

ach le muinin ionainn agus muid ag cruthd nios k
mo le chéile. '

Rev. Dr Michael Shortall
President
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& Staff Focus

2 Cian Roche

“Hi, my name is Cian Roche

and | work in the Marketing
department at SPPU, where I've
been a member of the team for
almost three years. | joined shortly after graduating from
Maynooth University with a degree in Marketing. Since
then, I've had the opportunity to work across a wide
range of projects and activities within the department,
making every day both busy and rewarding.

In my day-to-day role, no two days are ever the same. My
responsibilities include managing social media channels,
coordinating marketing activities, preparing promotional
materials such as prospectuses and merchandise, and
assisting with events throughout the year. One of the
things | enjoy most about my role is the variety that comes
with it, along with the positive atmosphere and supportive
people | work with every day.

Outside of work, | love playing and watching sports, such
as football, golf and running. | also enjoy watching movies,
spending time with friends and family, and making the
most of my free time outside of the office!”

Sarah Larkin

“My name is Sarah Larkin,

and | am the College Archivist.
| began working in Maynooth
in 2017, cataloguing the All
Hallows College Archive. In my current role, | manage
all of the College’s archive collections, including the
Maynooth College Archive, Salamanca Archive, All
Hallows College Archive, and other collections housed
in the Russell Library. As an archivist, | catalogue
material for the archives, respond to researcher queries
and requests to view records, digitise material, and
ensure the records are handled and stored correctly for
their continued preservation.

| have an MA in Archives and Records Management,
a BA(Hons) in Fine Art & Art History, and an
Advanced Diploma in Data Protection Law. In

my spare time, | enjoy reading, running, and
spending time with family and friends.”

Watch this
space!

Pictured is the President, Rev. Dr Michael
Shortall, being interviewed by Richard
Downes and the RTE Nationwide crew.
This will form part of a programme

to go to air on National TV later this
summer, as part of the Maynooth

850 wider celebrations.

ICKSP campus visit

Monsignor Wach, UK-Irish provincial for the Institute of
Christ the King recently led a group on a visit to Maynooth
which included a museum tour, vespers in the College
chapel, and prayers at the graveyard. The visiting party
were also pleasantly surprised by the chance invitation to
join the sacred music concert in the Chapel during their
stay, which they thoroughly enjoyed.

International
& Erasmus

I nternational engagement, particularly through the

Erasmus Programme, has remained a central aspect of

university life. Over this period, we have strengthened
existing partnerships with Erasmus institutions and
welcomed eighteen students from Germany, Poland,
Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia and Norway.

The key priority this year was the application for the
International Education Mark (IEM). The IEM provides a
strategic quality framework for assessing and strengthening
the international and intercultural aspects of teaching,
learning, and student support in higher education. It
formally recognises an institution's commitment to offering
an inclusive, globally relevant educational experience for all
students, both domestic and international. Our engagement
with the IEM reflects our fundamental commitment to
inclusion, global citizenship, and academic excellence. The
application was sent in April and we await their response.

Rev. Dr John-Paul Sheridan, Director of Erasmus+
programme and Chair of the International board.

sppu.ie



ITQ Dean of Theology
LLectures Up date

There were two Irish Theological

Quarterly Lectures this semester. ime flies but perhaps never more so than in the last year at
On the 24th of February, Prof Adele : St Patrick’s. We welcomed three new academic staff in the
Reinhartz, University of Ottawa, Theology faculty last September, Dr Philomena Cullen, Dr Tom

delivered a lecture, entitled “Shared McLean and Fr Peter O’Kane, while Dr Carl Scerri who began in January
Scriptures, Shared Questions: Jewish : 2026 completed his first full academic year. The new members from
readings of the Christian Testament”. : diverse disciplines (Pastoral, Systematic and Liturgy) and backgrounds have

brought fresh energy and perspectives to the faculty.
And on April 20th, Prof John 9 9y persp y

Barton, University of Oxford, gave Academic life on campus has been fostered through a series of public

an online lecture titled: “Different ¢ lectures (four ITQ lectures and also the Devlin, Corish and Trocaire lectures),
Bibles for Catholics and Protestants? : book launches by faculty, the fortnightly staff and postgraduate research

— some unresolved questions ¢ seminar, and the Maynooth-Salamanca scripture postgraduate seminar which
about the Deuterocanonical Books : took place at the Pontifical University of Salamanca this year. The quality

of the Old Testament.” ¢ assurance journey continues, with the support of Moria Crowley. Feedback

loops ensure engagement of all stakeholders and implementation and
evaluation of changes to programmes. The combination of internal and
external audits of the theology programmes opens up new opportunities
for programme improvement and development.

With the good weather comes exams but also the showcasing of project
work by Theology students from first to third year, with indications of a
full harvest of graduates in the Autumn and a good
number of first years opting to continue Theology
into second year from among the first year BATh
students and also several third years opting for
Masters’ programmes in Theology. In short much to
— look forward to in the autumn.

ele Reinhartz with Faculty mem

Prof Ad

Luke Macnamara OSB — Dean of Theology

Planting

To mark National Tree Week 2026,

over 2000 trees were planted across
the Maynooth Campus. This initiative
was carried out in collaboration with
Trees on the Land, who have worked
with St Patrick’s College and Maynooth
University on a series of tree planting
projects since 2021. Collectively, Trees
on the Land have planted over 3.5 million
trees across the country and continue : i v :
to expand this number every year. Pictured on campus is Fiona Smith, Director and the MCH team. o

Launch of Maynooth
College Hospitality

Set on the beautiful Maynooth campus at St Patrick’s College, the newly
formed Maynooth College Hospitality unit offers accommodation,
meeting spaces and dining options for both individuals and groups.
There is also a number of worship options suitable for conferences and
retreats, with the iconic College Chapel complemented by St Mary’s and
St Joseph’s oratories.

MCH can be contacted at: +353 1 708 6400 or by email

. ' to: reservations@spcm.ie
The President and Rector at the @sp
tree planting with Stephen Seaman,

Grounds Supervisor. sppu.ie 3
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Dermot McCarthy and famlly with Archblshops '
Dermot Farrell and Diarmuid Martin.

Inaugural John Bruton
Award for Leadership
in Faith and Public Life

On Patron’s Day (12th March) the
inaugural John Bruton award for
Leadership in Faith and Public Life
was presented to Rev. Mr Dermot
McCarthy by Mrs Finola Bruton after
the celebration of Evening Prayer of
St Patrick in the College Chapel. A
large crowd, which included members
of the Bruton and McCarthy families,
friends of both John Bruton and
Dermot McCarthy and the Friends

of St Patrick’s College joined the
College community for vespers
followed by a celebratory meal in
Pugin Hall. It was a wonderful evening
and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Grateful thanks to Finola Bruton for
presenting the award and to the Bruton
family for supporting the initiative; to
Mr Matt Dempsey for delivering the
oration and to Rev. Dr Michael Shortall,
President of St Patrick’s College

and Rev. Dr Tomas Surlis, Rector of

St Patrick’s National Seminary, for
their words of commendation and
congratulations. A particular word

of gratitude to the College Chapel
Choir, under the direction of Dr

John O’Keeffe; to the MC, Sacristan,

Mrs Finola Bruton, wife of the late John presenting
Dermot McCarthy with the inaugural award.

Servers and Stewards; to Ms Caroline
Tennyson, Mr Paul Hurley and Mr
Nick Sparrow; and to the Catering
Team for providing a wonderful meal
and welcome to all of our guests.

Easter Season

In preparation for Holy Week, the
Seminary Community was led in Lenten
Retreat by Fr Stefan Attard, a Scripture
scholar who currently serves as Dean
of Theology at the University of Malta.
Friends and family joined the Seminary
Community in the celebration of Palm
Sunday in St Mary’s Oratory on 29th
March and the Easter Triduum in the
College Chapel from Holy Thursday to
the Easter Vigil 2nd-4th April.

The seminarians took a well-earned
break during Easter Week and
returned to their dioceses on Good
Shepherd Sunday (26th April) to

share their experience of formation

in parishes at Sunday Mass.

The community went on its annual
pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on Sunday
10th May, where we celebrated
Midday Prayer with the Carmelite
Sisters and later joined the Cloyne
Diocesan Pilgrimage for the afternoon
ceremonies in the Basilica.

End of Year Vespers
and Thanksgiving Meal

On Thursday 28th May, the College
Community gathered in St Mary's
Oratory to give thanks for the year
that has passed. Resident Seminarians
and Staff then repaired to Pugin Hall
for a celebratory meal, together
with benefactors and supporters

of St Patrick’s College, and with
academic and administrative staff

of the College, pastoral placement
facilitators and parish priests, all of
whom work with us during the year
by sharing in the four dimensions of
the formation journey at St Patrick’s
National Seminary: human, spiritual,
intellectual and pastoral.

Ordinations 2026

Congratulations and best wishes to

Fr Anthony Moffett (Dromore) who
was ordained to the Priesthood on
Sunday 11th January (Baptism of the
Lord) in St Colman’s Church, Dromore
by Archbishop Eamon Martin. We
also warmly congratulate Fr Stephen
Sherry (Clogher) who was ordained
to the Priesthood in St McCartan'’s
Cathedral, Monaghan on Sunday 26th
April (Good Shepherd Sunday) by
Bishop Larry Duffy and Fr Tiernan Burke

seminary.maynoothcollege.ie
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(Cloyne) who was ordained to the
Priesthood in Cobh on Sunday 24th
May (Pentecost) by Bishop William
Crean. We continue to pray for
Stephen Baxter (Derry) who will be
ordained to the Priesthood in his
home Diocese during the Summer.

Launch of Siolta 2026

The annual Seminary Journal is now
available for purchase. This year, |
Siolta celebrates the election of : w‘i
Pope Leo XIV and has taken as its Pictured at the awarding of certificates to our ambassadors are left to right: Céra Somers, Louise Molloy, Oisin Raymond,

theme U nity and Peace, inspired Christopher Burke, Rachel Harries, Collette Sherlock, Rowan Egan, and Brandon Lowe with Dr Gaven Kerr, Registrar,
. Rev. Dr Michael Shortall, President SPPU, Paul Hurley, Caroline Tennyson & Dr Robert McNamara.

S

by Pope Leo’s motto Inillo Uno
unum (In the One we are one). The

magazine is produced by the First Amb aS S ador

Discipleship group of seminarians,
and has a number of articles by P
seminarians and students of the rogramme

Pontifical University and Maynooth

University, as well as a message of i That was a quick year!
support and blessing from the Holy i Assignificant annual milestone was
Father. Once again, this beautiful marked on campus when we got to

acknowledge the contribution of
our student ambassador team this
past year. Some are preparing for
their final exams while others will
be welcomed back next year. We
thank the team for their professional
representation of SPPU and the
difference they made to student life
and being the helpful friendly face of
the university at our events.

edition of Siolta
presents a profound
insight into the life
and mission of the
National Seminary
and the Pontifical
University at

St Patrick’s College,
Maynooth through
a synodal and
missionary lens.

Visit of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America

On Thursday 16th April, we had the pleasure of welcoming Mr Bob Bolbach with 43
members of the AOH in America on a visit to the College, which included lunch in Pugin
Hall and a tour of the College Chapel, expertly delivered by Rev. Dr John-Paul Sheridan.
We are extremely grateful to the AOH for its ongoing support of our seminarians and
the annual donation which was sent by the President of the AOH, Mr Sean Pender, will
be used to cover the costs of our pilgrimage to the Shrines of France in March 2027.

Seminarians
Charity Car Wash
in aid of Trocaire

The Maynooth Seminarians
recently lifted spirits on campus
with a pop-up car wash in aid of
Trécaire. A great initiative with
some good fun thrown in and
happy staff members driving
home in shiny clean cars.

NOW AVAILABLE
The Annual ]Ournal Siolta 2026 can be purchased in Pugin Hall or to

Of St Patrick’s Seminal‘y order your copy, please contact seminary@spcm.ie

Cost €7 each or 2 for €10 (including postage).

sppu.ie 5
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Retirements

Staff of St Patrick’s
College and Maynooth
University, friends and
family members gathered
in our historic Pugin Hall
to say a fond farewell to
Margaret O’Sullivan,
known to all as Mags, as
she embarks on retirement after 48 years of
service to the college.

We thank Mags for all she did and her dedicated
service over a lifetime. The affection Mags is
held in was evidenced by the large turnout and
standing ovation received.

Bill Tinley, hung up his boots in March also.
Colleagues gathered in the Parlour to say a fond
farewell. Bill led the Campus and
Accommodation business unit since its inception
31 years ago. Despite operating in a very
competitive market not least with strong local
competition, Bill managed to position the
Maynooth campus as a venue to suit many
different needs, from students looking for short-
term rooms to conference attendees, tourists to
Kildare, summer schools and retreats. It is
testimony to his skill and dedication that the
campus managed to maximise opportunities
across so many different segments. We wish Bill
the best of luck in his next chapter and now that
he will have even
more time to
dedicate to
watching his
beloved Leeds
United, having just
survived another
year in the English
Premier League.

= Bill & Anna Tinley
with President Shortall.
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the Irish Cancer Society

Rgv. Dr Michael Shortall
with Margaret O’Sullivan

Daffodil Day fuﬁdraiser fdr ”

US Fundraising Visit

In February, The President, Rector and Paul
Hurley travelled to Florida to meet new and
existing friends and donors. The college
remains sincerely grateful to all who met

with us and supported this visit, including the
Muccia and Pyle families, the Pascucci Family,
Ed Dowling and his guests, Don and Grace
Luneburg, Bill Murphy and Joe Farrell.

-Fr Aidan Hynes with ’;He
President and Rector after mass
at St Christopher’s.
Maynooth Alum, Fr Aidan Hynes remains a great friend and supporter of the

college and we thank him for his generosity and for hosting the St Patrick’s
travelling party in St Christopher’s Parish in Hobe Sound.

Faculty Book
Launches

New publications in Philosophy were

launched on campus in April.

* Dr. Mette Lebech, Maynooth
University — “Value
Phenomenology: Taking Account of
Edith Stein’s Contributions”

° Dr. Robert McNamara, St Patrick’s
Pontifical University — “The
Personalism of Edith Stein: A
Synthesis of Thomism and
Phenomenology”

Maynooth
Retired Staft
Association

Rev. Dr Michael Shortall, President of
St Patrick’s College, addressed the
recent meeting of the Maynooth
Retired Staff Association held in
Renehan Hall. This association
represents retirees from both
Maynooth University and St Patrick’s
College. Founded in 2002, the
association which numbers over 100,
provides opportunities for members
to participate in social, cultural and
educational activities.

Other books launched included:

* Dr. Joshua Furnal, lecturer in
Systematic Theology at SPPU,
who introduced his new book
“Being before God”. Available from
Notre Dame Press, 20% discount
with code 14FF20.

* In March “Eschatology at the
Beginning of the Third Millennium”,
co-edited by Danijel Uremovié, PhD
student at SPPU was launched.

=i
-

Formators Meeting

The President, Dean of Theology, Head of Philosophy and Faculty

A big well done to Charles Seaman and colleagues from
SPPU and MU on a successful Daffodil Day coffee morning
for the Irish Cancer Society, in a very busy Pugin Hall.

+353 (0)1 708 3958 alumni@spcm.ie
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members hosted a meeting of Formators from across Ireland on
campus in March. This was an opportunity for colleagues to update
religious orders on SPPU programmes of relevance to their members.

St Patrick's
National
Seminary
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