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The Bible is full of families, births, love stories and family crises.
(Pope Francis—Amoris Laetitia §8)

The Parable of the Lost Sons—a Homecoming Story from the Lord Jesus

Jesus said,
“There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many
days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and
there he squandered his property in extravagant living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; but no one gave him anything. But when he
came Lo himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me as one of your hired servants.’
And he arose and came to his father.

But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his slaves,
‘Bring out quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; and take the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; for this my son was dead, and is alive again;
he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate.

His elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the dwelling, he heard music
and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him,
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has received him safe and sound.’
But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and pleaded with him, but he
answered his father and said,
‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command;
yet you never gave me a kid, that I might celebrate with my friends.
But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with prostitutes,
you killed for him the fatted calf!’
And he said to him,
‘Child, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
It was fitting to celebrate and rejoice,
for this brother of yours was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””

(Luke 15:11-32)

Lectio Divina—a dialogue between God’s word and our experience.
Lectio Divina—a way of hearing God’s word in our lives.
Lectio Divina —a way of prayer and a guide to living. It is a means of
descending to the level of the heart and of finding God. (Michael Casey OCSO)
Lectio Divina—a way of loving God.

Lectio Divina—Three Movements

HEARING—we READ so that we may HEAR!
We attend to the WORDS so that we may hear the Word!

HAPPENING—we READ so that we may RECOGNISE ... so that we may SEE
We READ our lives in the light of the word; we LOOK AT our lives anew.

HOPING—We RESPOND to what God is doing in our lives, in the world, in
creation. We PRAY spontaneously in thanksgiving, wonder, mercy, hope.

“Homecoming” Reading ...

... reads the biblical text and our lives in a new way!
... leaves SHOULD or OUGHT behind
... leaves BURDENING and OPPRESSIVE reading behind
... permits us to come away with RECOGNITION... a new quality in our lives
... enables us to ask a new type of question

Homecoming reading ‘“somehow enlarges your world, makes you feel more yourself,
opens you up, affirms you.” (Rowan Williams)

“Homecoming” Questions versus Alienating Questions

Homecoming Questions Alienating Questions

Why is the elder son so angry?
What moves the father to go out?
What type of father is this father?
Why does the younger son not care
about his father?

When have you refused to “go in”?

Who, like the father, has bothered to meet
you in your anger?

When have you been totally caught up in
what you wanted to do?

Alienating questions burden us and lessen
us; they focus on our failings; they cause us
to withdraw from our lives as they are;
they shrink our world

Homecoming questions bring us home to
ourselves as we are! They permit us to see
our lives in new light; they empower us to
see things we have not seen before.

Jesus reads life in a homecoming way! “Has no one condemned you?” he
says to thewoman in John 8:10. He brings her to see herself as he sees her.
Alienating readingsubverts the good news because it hinders us embracing
the truth of our lives. Alienating reading turns the good news into “dead
stones to be hurled at others.” (Pope Francis—Amoris Laetitia §49)



